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Abstract

Slang is a type of language variation that is widely employed by teenagers as a means of expressing personal
identity, fostering group solidarity, and demonstrating linguistic creativity. Its use is not confined to
everyday spoken interactions but is also frequently depicted in popular media, such as comics, which reflect
teenage language practices in social contexts. This study aims to examine the use of slang in Archie Comics
as a representation of teen slang. A descriptive qualitative approach was adopted, with data derived from
character dialogues in Archie Comics. The data were collected through documentation techniques by
identifying and recording slang words and phrases. The analysis involved classifying the types of slang and
interpreting their functions based on sociolinguistic theories. The results indicate that Archie Comics contain
various forms of slang, including clipping, acronyms, blending, and semantic shifts. These slang expressions
function to create informal interactions, convey emotional expressions, and reinforce teenage identity. Thus,
Archie Comics can be regarded as an effective medium for authentically representing teen slang.
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Abstrak

Slang merupakan salah satu bentuk variasi bahasa yang banyak digunakan oleh kalangan remaja sebagai
media untuk mengekspresikan jati diri, membangun rasa kebersamaan dalam kelompok sosial, serta
menampilkan kreativitas dalam berbahasa. Penggunaan slang tidak hanya ditemukan dalam komunikasi lisan
sehari-hari, tetapi juga kerap ditampilkan dalam media populer, seperti komik, yang merefleksikan praktik
berbahasa remaja dalam kehidupan sosial mereka. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengkaji penggunaan slang
dalam Archie Comics sebagai representasi bahasa gaul remaja. Metode yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini
adalah pendekatan kualitatif deskriptif dengan sumber data berupa dialog antar tokoh dalam Archie Comics.
Pengumpulan data dilakukan melalui teknik dokumentasi dengan cara mengidentifikasi dan mencatat kata
maupun frasa yang dikategorikan sebagai slang. Selanjutnya, data dianalisis dengan mengelompokkan jenis-
jenis slang serta menginterpretasikan fungsi penggunaannya berdasarkan kajian teori sosiolinguistik. Hasil
penelitian menunjukkan bahwa Archie Comics memuat beragam bentuk slang, antara lain clipping, akronim,
blending, serta pergeseran makna. Penggunaan slang tersebut berfungsi untuk menciptakan suasana
komunikasi yang tidak formal, menyalurkan ekspresi emosional, dan memperkuat identitas sosial remaja.
Oleh karena itu, Archie Comics dapat dipandang sebagai media yang secara autentik merepresentasikan
penggunaan bahasa slang di kalangan remaja.

Kata kunci : Archie Comics ,bahasa remaja,bahasa informal ,slang sosiolinguistik

1. Background

Language plays a fundamental role in human social interaction, serving not only as a means
of communication but also as a means of constructing, expressing, and negotiating social identities.
From a sociolinguistic perspective, language is not a fixed or neutral system; rather, it varies
according to social factors such as age, gender, social class, and situational context (Holmes, 2013).

22



An Analysis of The Use Slang in as A Representation of Teenage Slang in Archie Comics | 23

These social variables contribute to the emergence of various language varieties within a speech
community and influence how speakers choose linguistic forms in specific communicative
situations.

Among various social groups, adolescents are widely recognized as the most active and
innovative language users. Adolescence is a critical period during which individuals use language
strategically to build social relationships and assert group identity. Eckert (2000) argues that
adolescents often adopt non-standard language varieties as a way to distinguish themselves from
adults and to strengthen solidarity within peer groups. One prominent characteristic of adolescent
language is the use of

Slang is generally understood as an informal language variety associated with a particular
social group. According to Eble (1996), slang consists of rapidly changing lexical items used to
express shared identity and group membership. Teenagers often use slang to convey familiarity,
emotional expression, humor, and a sense of belonging in everyday interactions. Furthermore, Yule
(2020) notes that slang often emerges through linguistic processes such as truncation, blending,
acronyms, and semantic shifts, making it a dynamic and expressive form of communication.

The use of slang is not limited to everyday spoken interactions. Slang is also widely found in
popular media such as films, music, television series, and comics. Popular media often reflects
authentic patterns of language use and serves as a medium through which linguistic practices are
represented and disseminated. Androutsopoulos (2010) emphasizes that. One popular media outlet
that consistently depicts teenage life and communication is Archie Comics. As a long-running
comic series centered on teenage characters, Archie Comics depicts various aspects of teenage
social life, including friendships, romance, school experiences, and peer interactions.

Previous studies on slang have largely focused on identifying slang forms. Therefore, this
study aims to analyze the use of slang in Archie comics as a representation of teenage language.
Using a sociolinguistic approach, this study seeks to identify the types of slang used by teenage
characters and examine their functions in expressing social identity, group solidarity, and
interpersonal relationships.

2. Theoretical Framework

2.1 Sociolinguistics

Sociolinguistics is a subfield of linguistics that examines the interconnection between
language and social life. It investigates the ways in which language is employed across various
social settings and how social conditions shape linguistic behavior. Holmes (2013) emphasizes that
language should not be viewed as an autonomous or neutral system; instead, it is influenced by a
range of social variables, including age, gender, social class, ethnicity, and situational context.
These social factors play a crucial role in producing linguistic diversity within a speech community.

From a sociolinguistic standpoint, language variation is regarded as an inherent aspect of
human communication that reflects the heterogeneity of its users. Distinct social groups tend to
develop particular linguistic patterns that function as indicators of group membership and social
identity. Among these factors, age is especially influential in determining language use. Younger
speakers, particularly adolescents, often employ innovative and non-standard forms of language as a
means of asserting their identity and differentiating themselves from older generations.
Consequently, sociolinguistics offers an appropriate theoretical basis for examining slang, as slang
represents a form of language variation that is socially driven.

Within the field of media studies, sociolinguistics also provides insight into how language is
portrayed in popular culture. Media products, including comics, frequently present linguistic
practices that resemble everyday social interactions. Through sociolinguistic analysis, researchers
are able to explore how social meanings and identities are constructed and conveyed through
language choices in media representations.
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2.2 Definition of Slang

Slang is generally understood as an informal variety of language that is closely linked to
specific social groups. Eble (1996) defines slang as a continuously changing set of lexical items
used by group members to express shared identity and social connection. Slang expressions are
typically characterized by their non-standard nature and their tendency to evolve rapidly, reflecting
the fluidity of social interaction.

According to Yule (2020), slang is marked by a high degree of creativity and informality. It
often emerges through linguistic processes such as shortening, blending, borrowing from other
languages, and semantic innovation. As a result, slang terms may convey meanings that differ from
their original or literal interpretations, making them highly dependent on context and cultural
background. These features often render slang less accessible to individuals outside the group that
uses it.

From a sociolinguistic perspective, slang is not merely a linguistic form but also a social
practice. The use of slang enables speakers to establish intimacy, minimize social distance, and
strengthen in-group cohesion. Simultaneously, it may serve as a symbolic boundary that
distinguishes group members from non-members. Therefore, the analysis of slang requires
consideration of both its linguistic characteristics and its social functions.

2.3 Slang among Teenagers

Teenagers are widely acknowledged as the most active creators and users of slang. Eckert
(2000) argues that adolescents employ language strategically to construct social identities and
negotiate their roles within peer networks. In this context, slang functions as a crucial linguistic
resource that allows teenagers to express individuality while reinforcing a sense of group belonging.

The prevalence of slang among teenagers is closely related to their social environments and
everyday experiences. Through the use of slang, adolescents can communicate emotions, attitudes,
and evaluations in a brief yet expressive manner. Moreover, slang enables them to resist or
challenge conventional language norms associated with authority and adulthood, thereby
reinforcing generational distinctions. This phenomenon highlights the role of language as a
mechanism for social differentiation.

In addition, teenage slang is strongly influenced by popular culture, technological
developments, and media exposure. Many new slang expressions originate from entertainment
media, online platforms, and digital communication. Consequently, the study of teenage slang
offers valuable insights into contemporary youth culture and ongoing social change. Examining
slang usage among adolescents thus enhances understanding of how language reflects social
identity and cultural trends.

2.4 Comics as a Representation of Language

Comics constitute a distinctive medium that integrates visual imagery with written language
to communicate meaning. McCloud (1993) asserts that comics convey spoken language through
written dialogue that is highly contextual, expressive, and frequently informal. Elements such as
speech bubbles, visual expressions, and symbolic cues enable comics to imitate natural
conversational patterns and emotional subtleties.

As a form of narrative media, comics often portray everyday interactions and interpersonal
relationships, making them a valuable source of linguistic material. The dialogues presented in
comics typically mirror casual speech styles, incorporating slang, contractions, and colloquial
language. For this reason, comics are particularly suitable for the analysis of informal language use,
especially in representations of youth culture.

In teen-oriented comics such as Archie Comics, language plays a pivotal role in depicting
adolescent life and identity. The frequent use of slang by the characters enhances the realism of the
narrative and allows readers to relate more easily to the depicted situations. Accordingly, comics
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can be regarded as an effective medium for representing authentic language practices and for
examining how slang operates within specific social and cultural contexts.

3. Research Method

This research adopts a descriptive qualitative approach to examine and interpret the use of
slang in Archie Comics. The qualitative design is deemed suitable because the data under
investigation consist of linguistic units in the form of words and expressions rather than numerical
measurements. This approach emphasizes a comprehensive understanding of language phenomena
by analyzing their structural forms, meanings, and social functions within a particular
communicative context. By employing this method, the study seeks to investigate the patterns of
slang usage in teenage dialogues and to reveal how such usage reflects social interaction and
identity construction.

3.1 Data Collection Technique

Data were obtained through a documentation method, which involved a thorough examination
of selected Archie Comics issues. During this process, the researcher identified and extracted
dialogues containing slang expressions. Words and phrases categorized as slang were systematically
noted based on predetermined linguistic criteria. The documentation method was selected because
Archie Comics, as written media, provide stable and authentic representations of spoken language.
This approach ensures the accuracy of the data and allows the slang expressions to be analyzed
within their original discourse contexts.

3.2 Data Analysis Technique

The analysis of the data was carried out in a sequence of analytical stages. Initially, all slang
expressions appearing in the dialogues of Archie Comics were identified. Subsequently, these
expressions were categorized according to their types, including clipping, acronyms, blending, and
semantic shifts. In the final stage, the researcher examined the functions of the slang expressions by
applying relevant sociolinguistic frameworks. This systematic analysis made it possible to uncover
not only the formal characteristics of the slang used but also their social meanings and
communicative roles in teenage interactions.

4. Results and Discussion

4.1 Research Findings

Based on an analysis of dialogues among adolescent characters in Archie Comics, this study
finds that slang is frequently and consistently used as a dominant feature of informal interaction.
The use of slang reflects everyday communication practices among teenagers and serves various
social and expressive functions. The slang expressions identified in this study are classified into
four main types: clipping, acronyms, blending, and semantic shift.

To present the research findings clearly, the types and frequencies of slang identified in
Archie Comics are summarized in Table 1 below.

Table 1. Types and Frequencies of Slang Found in Archie Comics

NO Type of Slang Examples Frequency
1 Clipping Bro, info 12
2 Acronyms OMG, BTW 8
3 Blending Hangout 5
4 Semantic Shift Cool 6
Total 31

(Note: The frequency indicates the total number of slang occurrences identified in the analyzed
comic dialogues.)
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The table shows that clipping is the most frequently occurring type of slang. This finding
indicates that teenage characters tend to prefer shortened and simplified expressions in their
conversations. Words such as bro, derived from brother, and info, a shortened form of information,
are commonly used.

The second most frequent category is acronyms, such as OMG (Oh My God) and BTW (By the
way). These expressions are generally used to convey surprise, excitement, or strong emotional
reactions. The frequent use of acronyms reflects a fast-paced and expressive communication style
among teenagers, which is strongly influenced by digital communication and popular culture.

Word blending is also identified as a form of slang in the data. An example of this category is
the word hangout, which combines hang and out. This expression is commonly used to describe
casual activities with friends and represents informal and collective patterns of teenage social
interaction. Although blending occurs less frequently than clipping and acronyms, its presence
highlights the creative nature of teenage language.

Another type of slang identified in this study is semantic shift. The word cool is a clear
example of this category. The word cool has undergone a meaning extension to express approval,
admiration, or agreement, similar to meanings such as “great” or “impressive.” This finding
illustrates how slang often involves innovative shifts in meaning that differ from standard dictionary
definitions.

Overall, these findings indicate that the use of slang in Archie Comics functions as an
effective linguistic device for representing teenage communication. The frequent use of informal
and expressive language enhances the realism of the dialogues and contributes to the development
of teenage characters within the narrative.

4.2 The Impact of Slang Use in Archie Comics

The use of slang in Archie comics has both positive and negative impacts, particularly in
relation to the representation of language and social meaning. Positively, slang contributes to the
creation of natural and authentic dialogue, allowing interactions between characters to appear more
lively and reflect real teenage life. This finding is consistent with Eble (1996), who argues that
slang serves as a linguistic resource for expressing intimacy and strengthening relationships. Archie
comics enable readers, especially younger audiences, to more easily connect with the characters and
situations depicted in the narrative.

From a sociolinguistic perspective, this study's findings align with Eckert's (2000) assertion
that adolescents use non-standard language varieties to construct social identities and strengthen
peer group relationships. In Archie Comics, slang expressions are used by adolescent characters to
convey intimacy, emotional closeness, and shared social experiences. This supports Bucholtz's
(2002) view that adolescent language practices are closely linked to the formation of cultural
identities and positions within a social group.

Compared with previous research on slang in spoken and digital communication, as discussed
by Yule (2020), this study shows similar linguistic patterns, particularly in the dominance of
truncations and acronyms. However, while previous research has primarily focused on everyday
conversation or online discourse, this study extends these findings by demonstrating that comics can
also authentically represent youth slang use. These results support McCloud's (1993) argument that
comics can simulate natural spoken interaction through written dialogue combined with visual
context.

In the context of language education, these findings align with Androutsopoulos (2010), who
emphasized the role of popular media in disseminating and shaping youth language. Archie Comics
can serve as an authentic resource for learning informal English, allowing language learners to gain
practical insight into how slang is used in real-life communication situations. Such exposure can
enhance learners' sociolinguistic competence, particularly their understanding of informal registers.

However, the use of slang also presents certain limitations. Similar to the concerns raised by
Allan and Burridge (2006), the highly contextual and rapidly changing nature of slang can lead to
misunderstandings, especially for readers or language learners who lack adequate cultural or
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linguistic background knowledge. Furthermore, excessive exposure to slang in popular media can
encourage the overuse of informal language in contexts that require standard or formal English,
such as academic or professional settings. Therefore, while slang offers significant representational
and educational value, its use should be approached critically and with an awareness of the
appropriate communicative context.

5. Conlusion

This study concludes that Archie Comics successfully depict the use of teenage slang
through a range of slang forms and communicative functions. The findings indicate that slang
expressions in Archie Comics function not merely as stylistic features of dialogue, but as
meaningful linguistic elements that fulfill important communicative roles. Various categories of
slang, including clipping, acronyms, blending, and semantic shifts, are systematically employed
to represent patterns of informal teenage speech.

In addition, slang contributes significantly to the construction of social identity and
interpersonal relationships among teenage characters. Through the use of slang, characters
convey familiarity, emotional engagement, and a sense of group belonging, thereby
strengthening their identification with specific social groups. From a sociolinguistic standpoint,
these findings confirm that slang operates as an indicator of in-group membership and as a
linguistic resource for establishing social relationships among adolescents.

Overall, this study emphasizes the significance of Archie Comics as a popular medium that
authentically represents teenage language use and social interaction. The portrayal of slang in the
comic mirrors real-life linguistic practices among adolescents and enhances the narrative’s
realism.

REFERENSI

Allan, K., & Burridge, K. (2006). Forbidden words: Taboo and the censoring of language.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Androutsopoulos, J. (2010). Language and the three spheres of hip hop. Journal of Sociolinguistics,
14(4), 431-456.

Bucholtz, M. (2002). Youth practices and cultural production. Annual Review of Anthropology, 31,
525-552.

Eble, C. (1996). Slang and sociability: In-group language among college students. Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press.

Eckert, P. (2000). Linguistic variation as social practice. Oxford: Blackwell.

Holmes, J. (2013). An introduction to sociolinguistics (4th ed.). London: Routledge.

McCloud, S. (1993). Understanding comics: The invisible art. New York: HarperCollins.

Tagliamonte, S. (2016). Teen talk: The language of adolescents. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Yule, G. (2020). The study of language (7th ed.). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.



