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the highest customary leader , who holds full legitimacy over the ritual .3
Performed as sacred songs and dances on traditional boats (canoe) sailing
across Lake Sentani , Isolo functions both as a medium of inter -village
communication and as an expression of reverence for ancestors. 4 (see Figure
1).

Figure 1. One of Isolo's Performances at the Sentani Lake Festival 5

Since 2007, Isolo has operated under both customary and state reg imes.
As a customary rite, it is performed only when required by ceremonial
obligations determined by the ~ Ondoafi , following customary law rather than a
fixed schedule. At the same time, Isolo has been incorp orated into the Festival
Danau Sentani (FDS) as an annual state -led cultural event, except in 2025
when the festival was cancelled due to budget constraints .8 This dual
positioning exposes the vulnerability of state -managed cultural frameworks,
as cultural continuity becomes dependent on policy and fund ing rather than
customary obligation .7 Ultimately, the sustainability of Isolo rests on the
resilience of customary institutions, even as it is increasingly framed within
state cultural policy .8
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