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 Isolo is a traditional art of dancing  on traditional boats  (canoe) 
on Lake Sentani  which has long been  practiced by  Sentani 
Customary Community in Papua , Indonesia . This tradition 
symbolizes the authority and dignity of an  Ondoafi , the highest 
Sentan i customary leader . This article examines the 
transformation of Isolo tr adition,  by analyzing how the 
authority of the Ondoafi  is renegotiated in the state -managed 
setting of the Sentani Lake Festival (FDS). Cultural festivals in 
Indonesia are increasingly used as instruments of tourism and 
state representation, often reshapin g the roles of customary 
leaders and altering the gove rnance of indigenous traditions. 
Using participatory ethnography explained  by legal pluralism 
and socio -artistic approaches, the study investigates how Isolo  
functions simultaneously as a sacred ritual and a cultural 
performance that constructs Sentani ide ntity. The findings 
reveals  that the repositioning of the Ondoafi  during FDS reflects 
broader tensions between customary authority, state cultural 
policies, and the continuity of indigenous knowledge sy stems. 
The weakening of traditional institutions such as Rumah 
Kombo further limits intergenerational transmission of 
customary norms, making cultural sustainability increasingly 
dependent on state agendas. The study argues that revitalizing 
customary educ ational spaces and strengthening the role of the 
Ondoa fi  are essential for ensuring that cultural preservation 
efforts support indigenous agency rather than remain symbolic. 
Conceptually, the article contributes to debates on cultural 
policy, customary law , and the negotiation of customary 
authority in contem porary Indonesia.  
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1. INTRODUCTION  
 The Isolo  tradition  (also locally referred to as Isosolo  or Isoro  due to 

dialectal variation) 1 is a distinctive cultural practice of the Sentani customary 
community in Papua, Indonesia, passed down through generations.  Isolo  is a 

commun al tradition that symbolizes  the authority and dignity of an  Ondoafi ,2 

 
1  Ida Bagus Gede Surya Peradantha, òSosioartistik Isolo Pada Festival Danau 

Sentani, Papuaó (Dissertation, ISI Surakarta, 2024), 4.   
2 òOndoafi,ó Kamus Besar Bahasa Indonesia (KBBI) Online , accessed January 11, 

2026, https://kbbi.web.id/ondoafi.  
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the highest customary leader , who holds full legitimacy over the ritual . 3 
Performed as sacred songs and dances on traditional boats  (canoe) sailing 

across Lake Sentani , Isolo  functions both as a medium of inter -village 
communication and as an expression of reverence for ancestors. 4  (see Figure 

1).  
 

 
Figure 1. One of Isolo 's Performances at the Sentani Lake Festival 5 

 

Since 2007, Isolo  has operated under both customary and state reg imes. 

As a customary rite, it is performed only when required by ceremonial 
obligations determined by the Ondoafi , following customary law rather than a 
fixed schedule. At the same time, Isolo  has been incorp orated into the Festival 

Danau Sentani (FDS) as an annual state -led cultural event, except in 2025 
when the festival was cancelled due to budget constraints . 6  This dual 

positioning exposes the vulnerability of state -managed cultural frameworks, 
as cultural continuity becomes dependent on policy and fund ing rather than 

customary obligation . 7  Ultimately, the sustainability of Isolo  rests on the 
resilience of customary institutions, even as it is increasingly framed within 

state cultural policy .8 

 
3 Yustus Pondayar , òOndoafi Power Structure in the Traditional Village Government 

System in Jayapura District,ó International Journal of Multicultural and Multireligious 
Understanding  10, no. 10 (2023): 496 ð98 . 

4 See Ida Bagus Gede Surya Peradantha, "Interactions of Artistic Expressi ons with 
Spatial Contexts in the Isolo Performance of Sentani Tribe, Putali Village, Indonesia," 

Internation al Society for the Study of Vernacular Settlements  10, no. 8 (2023):  216; and 

òTarian Isoroó, Jaringan Desa Wisata Kementerian Pariwisata Ekonomi Kreatif,  accessed 
January 21, 2026, https://jadesta.kemenparekraf.go.id/atraksi/tarian_isoro . 

5  Data: Photog raph taken during ethnographic fieldwork  in  July 2023 , within 

Author sõ longitudinal research on Ondoafi  authority  and Sentani customary law . 
6  Rohana Wenggi, òYunus Wonda Tiadakan Festival Danau Sentani Tahun Ini.ó 

Cepos Online , June 11,  2025. https:// www.Ceposonline.Com/Kabupaten -

Jayapura/1996129176/Yunus -Wonda -Tiadakan -Festival -Danau -Sentani -Tahun -Ini . 
7 Irwan Rumbiak, òFestival Danau Sentani 2025 Dibatalkan, Digelar Meriah Pada 

2026,ó Nabire News , June 19, 2025, https://nabirenew s.com /2025/06/19/festival -danau -

sentani -2025 -dibatalkan -digelar -meriah -pada -2026/ . 
8 Law No. 5 of 2017 concerning the Advancement of Culture (Law 5/2017), Art. 5 

and its elucidation.  


